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NMPHA convenes this statewide Health Policy Legislative Forum each year to bring together organizations and 
individuals involved and interested in health policy and/or who are advocating for specific legislative initiatives 
in the New Mexico Legislature. The Forum provides an opportunity to share potential and proposed legislation, 
to build alliances and find partners, and to learn more about the legislative process in New Mexico. 
 
The legislative proposals in this booklet have been submitted to the NMPHA, and will be presented at the 14th 
Annual Health Policy Legislative Forum—Daring to Dream in Troubling Times. After the Forum, the Policy 
Committee will determine the level of support that NMPHA will be able to provide for the proposed legislation, 
and will make a recommendation to the NMPHA Board for approval. 
 
 
 

  



 3 
 

List of contents by sponsoring organization or individual 
 
 

American	Cancer	Society	Cancer	Action	Network	 1	

Deconstructing	Racism	Working	Group	 2	

Disability	and	Sexual	Assault	Prevention	Group	 3	

Drug	Policy	Alliance	 4	

Farm	to	Table	 5	

Invest	in	Kids	NOW!	 6	

National	Center	for	Frontier	Communities	 7	

New	Mexico	Alliance	for	School-Based	Health	Care	 8	

New	Mexico	Alliance	of	Health	Councils	 9	

New	Mexico	Voices	for	Children	 10	-	12	

New	Mexico	Coalition	of	Sexual	Assault	Programs	 13	-	15	

Office	of	the	Superintendent	of	Insurance	 16	

Southwest	Women’s	Law	Center	 17	

Strong	Families	New	Mexico	with	Partnership	for	Community	Action	
New	Mexico,	the	New	Mexico	Center	on	Law	and	Poverty,	and	Health	
Action	New	Mexico	 18	

 
 
  





1 

NMPHA 14th Annual Health Policy Forum 

Sponsoring Organization 
American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network 

Description of Proposed Legislation 

A	bill	to	increase	the	cigarette	tax	by	$1.50	per	pack	and	raise	the	tax	on	other	tobacco	products	to	
parallel	the	cigarette	tax.	The	cigarette	tax	increase	would	result	in	16.7%	decrease	in	youth	
smoking	and	save	7,300	New	Mexicans	from	premature	death.	In	addition	to	the	numerous	health	
benefits,	this	proposal	would	generate	$42.4	million	in	new	revenue	annually	and	save	$9.39	
million	in	Medicaid	costs	over	five	years. 

Background 

Regular	and	significant	increases	in	tobacco	taxes	are	highly	effective	at	decreasing	youth	and	
adult	tobacco	use.	Current	low	tobacco	prices	and	targeting	by	the	tobacco	industry	encourage	
smoking	for	low-income	populations,	causing	these	groups	to	shoulder	a	disproportionate	share	
of	the	real	cost	of	tobacco	use.	In	response	to	tobacco	tax	increases,	lower	income	populations	quit	
smoking	at	higher	rates	than	higher	income	populations.		

Where is this issue in the legislative process? 
Bill drafted; Have sponsor 

Legislation’s sponsor 
Senator Howie Morales 

Who will lobby for this legislation? 
Sandra Adondakis, Linda Siegle, American Heart Association, March of Dimes 

Other organizations working to support this legislation 
TBD 

Support sought from NMPHA 
Send	action	alerts	to	membership/email	lists,	Sign	on	to	endorsement	letters	

Contact Information 
Sandra Adondakis 
505-262-6019
sandra.adondakis@cancer.org
acscan.org/nm
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Daring to Dream in Troubling Times: A Vision of Health Equity in New Mexico 

Sponsoring Organization 
Deconstructing Racism Working Group 

Description of Proposed Legislation 

In 2018, Senator Linda Lopez and Representative Javier Martinez will introduce an Anti-Institutional 
Racism Memorial. This Memorial bill will recommend that all agencies and entities that receive state 
funding assess and report on their anti-racism policies and provide and document appropriate anti-
racism and anti-oppression training to all staff annually. 

Background 

The Deconstructing Racism Committee with its many partners has introduced Anti-Institutional Racism 
legislation since 2009. In 2012, SM 51 was passed and in 2014 SM 33 was passed, both addressing 
institutional racism. In 2015 and 2016, Anti-Institutional Racism legislation was introduced, but not 
passed. In 2017, SB 269 Anti-Institutional Racism Bill passed, but was vetoed by the Governor. 
Separate from legislation, the Deconstructing Racism Working Group of the NMHEWG has received 
support from the Con Alma Health Foundation and McCune to host an Anti-Racism Day event in the 
Rotunda from 1-2 on 1/23/18 featuring students presenting their entries for the “Courageous 
Conversation”: How Has Racism Impacted Me? Additionally, An Anti-Racism Pledge is available for 
you to sign and pledge to take action to address racism.  

Where is this issue in the legislative process? 
Bill drafted; Have sponsor 

Legislation’s sponsor 
Senator Linda Lopez, Representative Javier Martinez 

Who will lobby for this legislation? 
Deconstructing Racism Working Group and its partners 

Other organizations working to support this legislation 
The Deconstructing Racism Working Group, The New Mexico Asian Family Center, Together for 
Brothers, UNM Institute for the Study of "Race" & Social Justice, Southwest Organizing Project, the 
Partnership for Community Action, Families United for Education, UNM Office for Diversity, UNM 
Community Engagement Center 

Support sought from NMPHA 
Send action alerts to membership/email lists, Sign-on to endorsement letters, Sign the Anti-Racism 

Pledge 

Contact Information 
Anita Harshman and Kristine Suozzi 
505-2661421
ksuozzi@yahoo.com
www.nmhewg.org
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NMPHA 14th Annual Health Policy Forum 

Sponsoring Organization 
Disability and Sexual Assault Prevention Group 

Description of Proposed Legislation 

Making all employees working in the field of disability become mandated reporters of abuse. 

Background 

Currently employees registered with Department of Health are mandated reporters. However, many 
other employees with the disability community are only responsible under a "duty to report."  

Where is this issue in the legislative process? 
Still in planning/discussion phase 

Who will lobby for this legislation? 
Disability and Sexual Assault Prevention Group 

Other organizations working to support this legislation 
Department of Health, Office of Injury and Prevention 

Support sought from NMPHA 
Send action alerts to membership/email lists, Sign on to endorsement letters 

Contact Information 
Mary Beresford, PhD 
505-934-3493
mberes6@yahoo.com
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Daring to Dream in Troubling Times: A Vision of Health Equity in New Mexico 

Sponsoring Organization 
Drug Policy Alliance 

Description of Proposed Legislation 

Renewed effort at a Constitutional Amendment to Legalize adult recreational use of Cannabis 

Background 

For the past five years, at least, the Drug Policy Alliance has pursued this constitutional amendment. If it 
were to pass, it would be on the General Election ballot in November, 2018. If the voters approved it, 
the 2019 session of the Legislature would have to enact enabling legislation detailing all the provisions 
under which legal use of marijuana in New Mexico would occur.  

Where is this issue in the legislative process? 
Bill drafted, Have sponsor 

Legislation’s sponsor 
Senator Ortiz y Pino 

Who will lobby for this legislation? 
The Drug Policy Alliance: Emily Kaltenbach and David Schmidt 

Support sought from NMPHA 
Send action alerts to membership/email lists 

Contact Information 
Senator Jerry Ortiz y Pino 
505-250-1280
jortizyp@msn.com
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NMPHA 14th Annual Health Policy Forum 

Sponsoring Organization 
Farm to Table 

Description of Proposed Legislation 

This request for $1.44 million would provide as many as 345,000 school students statewide with NM 
grown fresh fruits and vegetables. This will ensure that NM’s school meals programs have the budget 
needed to meet new federal requirements increases in fruits and vegetables in the school meal program. 
The purchase of NM grown produce will enhance the diets of school children, promote healthier 
lifestyles, and increase academic achievement.  

Background 

This legislation has been introduced and built on since 2007. $250,000 was appropriated in 2015-16 and 
$364,300 was appropriate 2016-17 and administered by the NM Public Education Department for 
statewide use. It was zeroed out in the 2017 NM Legislative session. An additional $85,000 recurring is 
administered by the NM Department of Agriculture specific to the Valley Cluster schools in 
Albuquerque.  

The impact will assist schools with the increased fruit and vegetable costs and will benefit NM farmers 
economically. Almost all 218 School Food Authorities have purchased NM grown produce since the 
school year started in August (up from 60 last year). About 30 farmers participate in the program which 
provides economic opportunities for farmers across NM. 

Where is this issue in the legislative process? 
Presented to interim committees, Bill drafted, Have sponsor 

Legislation’s sponsor 
Speaker Brian Egolf, Representative Jimmie Hall, and Senator Pat Woods 

Who will lobby for this legislation? 
Farm to Table 

Other organizations working to support this legislation 
New Mexico School Nutrition Association, Siete del Norte, New Mexico Food and Agriculture Policy 
Council, Southwest Organizing Project, (SWOP), La Semilla Food Center, University of New Mexico 
Community Engagement Center, Community Outreach Patient Empowerment (COPE). 

Support sought from NMPHA 
Send action alerts to membership/email lists, Sign-on to endorsement letters 

Contact Information 
Kendal Chavez 
505-470-5748
kendal@farmtotablenm.org
www.farmtotablenm.org
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Daring to Dream in Troubling Times: A Vision of Health Equity in New Mexico 

Sponsoring Organization 
Invest in Kids NOW! 

Description of Proposed Legislation 

Permanent Funds for Early Childhood Education, is one of the smartest upstream investments we can 
make in our state. The joint resolution would improve the health and well-being of New Mexicans by 
expanding ECE initiatives and services across the state, including: universal pre-kindergarten; family 
services; home visiting; child care assistance; and professional development for teachers; while assuring 
accountability and evaluation of programs.  

Background 

The Invest in Kids NOW! Coalition has been working since 2010 to bring the archaic distribution 
formula of the Land Grant Permanent Fund up to speed with the scientific research on brain 
development. As a state, we begin to invest the majority of our education resources after the brain is 
more than 90% developed. Children are reaching kindergarten behind and staying behind. While the 
Permanent Funds for Early Childhood Education bill has not yet passed, over the years we have 
educated legislators on the importance of the early childhood years. General fund resources have 
increased; however, funding is not at the level needed to ensure that the children who need the services 
are receiving them.  

Where is this issue in the legislative process? 
Presented to interim committees, Bill drafted, Have sponsor 

Legislation’s sponsor 
Representatives Antonio 'Moe' Maestas & Javier Martinez 

Who will lobby for this legislation? 
Jessa Bunker and others 

Other organizations working to support this legislation 
Center for Civic Policy, Christina Kent, Encuentro, Enlace Comunitario, Lutheran Advocacy Ministry, 
NMAEYC, NEA NM, NM Center on Law and Poverty, NM Conference of Catholic Bishops, NM 
Pediatric Society, NM Voices for Children, Ole NM, Parents Reaching Out, Partnership for Community 
Action, Prosperity Works, Pueblo of Acoma, Somos Un Pueblo Unido, SWOP, United Way of Santa Fe 

Support sought from NMPHA 
Send action alerts to membership/email lists, Sign on to endorsement letters 

Contact Information 
Jessa (Bunker) Cowdrey 
505-239-1081
jessabunker@gmail.com
investinkidsnow.org
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NMPHA 14th Annual Health Policy Forum 

Sponsoring Organization 
National Center for Frontier Communities 

Description of Proposed Legislation 

A joint memorial requests the Economic Development Department to convene a work group to identify 
innovative ways to direct investment and reinvestment of state resources into frontier communities for 
the development of infrastructure and essential services. The work group shall review existing law to 
determine if it facilitates equitable investment in frontier communities and develop recommendations for 
legislative action if needed. 

Background 

Frontier communities are the remote and geographically isolated settlements and villages that over 
centuries evolved into the land of enchantment and still today represent a majority of the state's 
landmass. Many frontier communities in New Mexico are unincorporated and face exceptional barriers 
to eligibility for public resources. The provision of essential services and infrastructure, including 
acequias, mutual domestic water associations, firefighting, emergency medical services, healthcare, 
rescue, food, broadband and other services require resources which many frontier communities cannot 
provide on their own and other jurisdictions do not provide for them. 

Where is this issue in the legislative process? 
Presented to interim committees, Bill drafted, Have sponsor 

Legislation’s sponsor 
Sen. Cisneros and Rep. Rudy Martinez 

Other organizations working to support this legislation 
Main Street, NM Association of COGs, NM Public Health Institute, NM Food and Agriculture Policy 
Council. We are in the process of meeting with other interested parties  

Support sought from NMPHA 
Send action alerts to membership/email lists, Sign-on to endorsement letters, Share with members the 
importance of this issue 

Contact Information 
Susan Wilger 
575-597-0039
swilger@swchi.org
www.frontierus.org



8 

Daring to Dream in Troubling Times: A Vision of Health Equity in New Mexico 

Sponsoring Organization 
New Mexico Alliance for School-Based Health Care 

Description of Proposed Legislation 

NMASBHC supports maintenance of funding levels for New Mexico school-based health centers 
(SBHCs) as well as any funding bills to restore lost funding for SBHCs and their sponsoring entities. 
These may include funding for the Rural Primary Health Care Act community health centers that 
sponsor SBHCs; prevention of Medicaid funding cuts; and support for legislation that protects 
nonprofits from being negatively impacted by tax code changes. 

Background 

Rather than proposing funding bills, given the projected state budget, NMASBHC asks for endorsement 
for maintenance of state Department of Health general funds for school-based health centers and 
RPHCA-funded FQHCs, for maintenance of existing Medicaid investments, and for maintenance of tax 
codes that protects non-profit tax exemptions. 

Where is this issue in the legislative process? 
General preparedness regarding DOH budget rather than specific bill. 

Who will lobby for this legislation? 
NMASBHC will work with our own lobbyist but appreciate the endorsement by NMPHA. 

Other organizations working to support this legislation 
If bills are drafted or DOH budget changes arise, NMASBHC will reach out to partner agencies for 
support; these may include Health Action NM, Center on Law and Poverty, NM Pediatric Society, 
Family Physicians' Association, and Southwest Women's Law Center, Young Women United, and 
others. 

Support sought from NMPHA 
Send action alerts to membership/email lists, Sign on to endorsement letters 

Contact Information 
Nancy Rodriguez 
505-404-8059
nancyrodrigueznmasbhc@gmail.com
www.nmasbhc.org
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NMPHA 14th Annual Health Policy Forum 

Sponsoring Organization 
New Mexico Alliance of Health Councils 

Description of Proposed Legislation 

New Mexico’s 38 county and tribal health councils have made major contributions to the health of New 
Mexico residents since their creation in 1991. State funding for the health councils was suspended in 
2010, partial restoration at $195,000. Restoration of $700,000 is being sought in 2018 for local staff 
support to enable health councils to reach their full potential as essential parts of the state’s public health 
system. 

Background 

For over 25 years, the health councils have successfully developed programs, policies, and partnerships 
in their communities, addressing locally-identified health needs and priorities, such as substance abuse, 
teen pregnancy, access to care, obesity and diabetes, interpersonal violence, emergency preparedness, 
and many others. New Mexico’s health councils are a cost-effective way of improving our state’s health, 
with exceptional return on investment, attracting up to an additional $4 for every $1 in state funding. In 
a state with a centralized public health system, the health councils provide an essential mechanism for 
community input and engagement, and community-based health assessment, planning, and locally-
determined strategies for improving health. 

Where is this issue in the legislative process? 
Presented to interim committees, Bill drafted, Requested appropriation, Have sponsor 

Legislation’s sponsor 
Rep. Liz Thomson 

Support sought from NMPHA 
Send action alerts to membership/email lists, Sign on to endorsement letters 

Contact Information 
Terrie Rodriguez 
505-231-1177
terrie@nmhealthcouncils.org
www.nmhealthcouncils.org
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Daring to Dream in Troubling Times: A Vision of Health Equity in New Mexico 

Sponsoring Organization 
New Mexico Voices for Children 

Description of Proposed Legislation 

NM Voices OPPOSES reinstating the gross receipts tax (GRT) on food, in both stand-alone bills to 
reinstate the GRT on food (at either the state or local level or both) as well as in tax reform bills that 
eliminate the GRT deduction for food purchases. 

Background 

New Mexico stopped imposing a tax on food groceries in 2004, but is now considering reinstating the 
tax. New Mexico has the worst rate of childhood poverty, the second worst rate of overall poverty, and 
the second worst rate of childhood food insecurity in the nation. Many in New Mexico are already 
facing dire financial straits, and don’t have enough healthy food to eat on a daily basis. Taxing food 
groceries would make our tax system more regressive, could harm health and family economic security 
for New Mexico’s children and families, and will likely make tough situations worse for those New 
Mexican communities that are facing the biggest challenges. 

Where is this issue in the legislative process? 
Still in planning/discussion phase, Presented to interim committees 

Who will lobby for this legislation? 
Bill Jordan, Senior Policy Advisor and Governmental Relations Officer, NM Voices 

Other organizations working to support this legislation 
Most organizations of the New Mexico Fairness Project and the Food Tax Health Impact Assessment 
Advisory Council members 

Support sought from NMPHA 
Send action alerts to membership/email lists, Sign on to endorsement letters 

Contact Information 
Amber Wallin 
505-244-9505
awallin@nmvoices.org
www.nmvoices.org
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NMPHA 14th Annual Health Policy Forum 

Sponsoring Organization 
New Mexico Voices for Children 

Description of Proposed Legislation 

NM Voices supports legislation that would increase the state’s Working Families Tax Credit (WFTC) 
from 10% of the federal Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) to 15% of the EITC. The additional benefits 
to New Mexico’s workers families would be approximately $25-30 million.  

Background 

New Mexico’s WFTC passed in 2007, and each year generates $50 million in benefits for the one in 
four New Mexicans that receive it. The credit is good for New Mexico’s economy, workers, and 
families. More than 300,000 children in New Mexico benefit each year from the credit, and 97% of the 
credit’s value goes to working families with children. Each year, in combination with the federal EITC, 
the WFTC helps lift 40,000 New Mexicans out of poverty. 

Where is this issue in the legislative process? 
Presented to interim committees 

Who will lobby for this legislation? 
Bill Jordan, Senior Policy Advisor and Governmental Relations Officer, NM Voices 

Other organizations working to support this legislation 
The more than 30 members of the New Mexico Fairness Project 

Support sought from NMPHA 
Send action alerts to membership/email lists, Sign on to endorsement letters 

Contact Information 
Amber Wallin 
505-244-9505
awallin@nmvoices.org
www.nmvoices.org
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Daring to Dream in Troubling Times: A Vision of Health Equity in New Mexico 

Sponsoring Organization 
New Mexico Voices for Children 

Description of Proposed Legislation 

Tax reform will again be a topic of debate in the 2018 legislative session and a couple versions of tax 
reform in 2017 would have removed the favorable tax status of nonprofits. We are opposed to taxing 
charitable nonprofits that make a significant contribution to the welfare of the people of New Mexico. 

Background 

The possibility that a nonprofit university could take over management of the Los Alamos National 
Laboratories has increased the pressure to tax nonprofits. Currently LANL is a for-profit entity paying 
about $100 million a year in state and local taxes. That revenue would be lost if a nonprofit took over 
management. The state is in a budget crisis and cannot afford the loss of that much revenue. We will 
advocate that the legislature seeks some other source of funds rather than broadly tax charitable 
organizations like schools, the arts, nonprofit health care providers, food pantries and other community 
organizations. (We would not oppose legislation brought forward by non-profit health care providers 
who ask to be taxed in order to fund Medicaid.) 

Where is this issue in the legislative process? 
Still in planning/discussion phase, Presented to interim committees 

Who will lobby for this legislation? 
Bill Jordan, Senior Policy Advisor and Governmental Relations Officer, NM Voices 

Other organizations working to support this legislation 
Most of the members of the New Mexico Fairness Project as well as most New Mexico food banks and 
food pantries. 

Support sought from NMPHA 
Send action alerts to membership/email lists, Sign on to endorsement letters 

Contact Information 
Amber Wallin 
505-244-9505
awallin@nmvoices.org
www.nmvoices.org
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NMPHA 14th Annual Health Policy Forum 

Sponsoring Organization 
New Mexico Coalition of Sexual Assault Programs 

Description of Proposed Legislation 

Funding and education for prevention of sexual violence 

Background 

NM continues to have much higher rates of sexual violence against children than most states in the 
country. We have stagnated funding for services and continue to neglect funding for prevention.  

Where is this issue in the legislative process? 
Requested appropriation 

Who will lobby for this legislation? 
Julianna Koob 

Support sought from NMPHA 
Send action alerts to membership/email lists, Sign on to endorsement letters, email legislators 

Contact Information 
Julianna Koob 
505-920-6002
juliannakoob@gmail.com
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Daring to Dream in Troubling Times: A Vision of Health Equity in New Mexico 

Sponsoring Organization 
New Mexico Coalition of Sexual Assault Programs 

Description of Proposed Legislation 

Required training for medical providers on child abuse training 

Where is this issue in the legislative process? 
Still in planning/discussion phase 

Who will lobby for this legislation? 
NMCSAP - Julianna Koob, with experts 

Other organizations working to support this legislation 
Medical Providers 

Support sought from NMPHA 
Send action alerts to membership/email lists, Sign on to endorsement letters, call legislators 

Contact Information 
Julianna Koob 
505-920-6002
juliannakoob@gmail.com
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NMPHA 14th Annual Health Policy Forum 

Sponsoring Organization 
New Mexico Coalition of Sexual Assault Programs 

Description of Proposed Legislation 

Required training for schools and higher education students on seeking affirmative consent to engage in 
sexual activity 

Background 

NM's sexual assault rates are higher than most states in the country. Most victims are younger than 25 
and are in school. Most sexual assault are NOT strangers, but instead are someone who is known to the 
victim. Affirmative consent legislation has passed in several states in different forms, including 
legislation that requires affirmative consent. This legislation would require training on affirmative 
consent as another measure to decrease sexual assault on higher education and high school settings.  

Where is this issue in the legislative process? 
Have sponsor 

Legislation’s sponsor 
Rep. Liz Thomson 

Who will lobby for this legislation? 
NMCSAP - Julianna Koob, with experts 

Support sought from NMPHA 
Send action alerts to membership/email lists, Sign on to endorsement letters, calls, emails, survivor 
testimony 

Contact Information 
Julianna Koob 
505-920-6002
juliannakoob@gmail.com



16 

Daring to Dream in Troubling Times: A Vision of Health Equity in New Mexico 

Sponsoring Organization 
Office of the Superintendent of Insurance 

Description of Proposed Legislation 

The Office of the Superintendent of Insurance is seeking to make seven health insurance regulatory term 
positions permanent. These positions are responsible for analyzing and implementing health insurance 
policy strategy, regulations, and consumer protections, stabilizing the health insurance marketplace, and 
engaging in consumer outreach and education. 

Background 

The Superintendent of Insurance’s office is NOT asking for additional funding, but is seeking to shift 
funding within its current budget to make these positions permanent. These positions are currently 
funded through federal funding that is running out and will not be renewed. If OSI loses this capacity, 
the state will lose expertise and ability to respond to increasing state burdens on health insurance 
regulation and reform efforts.  

Where is this issue in the legislative process? 
Requested appropriation 

Who will lobby for this legislation? 
Vicente Vargas and Paige Duhamel 

Support sought from NMPHA 
Send action alerts to membership/email lists, Sign on to endorsement letters 

Contact Information 
Paige Duhamel 
505-660-7108
paige.duhamel@state.nm.us
www.osi.state.nm.us
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NMPHA 14th Annual Health Policy Forum 

Sponsoring Organization 
Southwest Women’s Law Center 

Description of Proposed Legislation 

We are proposing a Resolution that will serve as an incentive for more lawyers who are licensed to 
practice in New Mexico to engage in providing pro bono services for low income individuals at least 
once a year for a total of 50 hours during the year. 

Background 

Many of the organizations that support legal services for low income individuals are limited in the 
services they can provide because of federal or state restrictions. Therefore, it is important to get more 
attorneys engaged in pro bono work at least once a year, every year. We are seeking a Resolution to 
establish a day of recognition of all attorneys who provide at least 50 hours a year to help low income 
individuals whose income does not exceed 250% of the federal poverty level resolve a legal matter 
pertaining to family law, wage theft, pregnancy discrimination, paid family leave or equal pay. 

Where is this issue in the legislative process? 
Still in planning/discussion phase 

Legislation’s sponsor 
A sponsor has not been identified yet. 

Who will lobby for this legislation? 
Southwest Women's Law Center 

Other organizations working to support this legislation 
Because this is a 30-day session, the types of legislation that we generally support will not be introduced 
during this legislative session. We will generally be supporting legislation that supports advancing 
economic and social opportunities for women. 

Support sought from NMPHA 
Send action alerts to membership/email lists, Sign on to endorsement letters, Utilization of social media 

Contact Information 
Pamelya Herndon 
505-244-0502
pherndon@swwomenslaw.org
www.swwomenslaw.org
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Daring to Dream in Troubling Times: A Vision of Health Equity in New Mexico 

Sponsoring Organization 
Strong Families New Mexico, Partnership for Community Action New Mexico, New Mexico Center on 
Law and Poverty, and Health Action New Mexico 

Description of Proposed Legislation 

NM State Coverage Plan (Medicaid Buy-In Option): This memorial offers a solution to put New Mexico 
on the path to universal healthcare coverage. Medicaid could be opened up to New Mexicans at more 
affordable rates than private insurance, by allowing for people who are ineligible for the program now to 
buy coverage through Medicaid. The memorial tasks the Legislative Health & Human Services 
committee with exploring the option in the next year.  

Background 

Everyone deserves access to high quality, affordable healthcare. New Mexico has made tremendous 
progress in expanding Medicaid coverage through the ACA, but more than 180,000 people in our state 
remain uninsured -- primarily because they cannot afford private insurance. One solution is to allow for 
any state resident to buy a health plan through Medicaid (if they are ineligible for the program now). 
Medicaid would be offered as a choice for a high quality, low cost plan in the insurance marketplace. 
New Mexico should explore the potential cost savings and ways to maximize coverage for low-income, 
uninsured individuals. 

Where is this issue in the legislative process? 
Still in planning/discussion phase, House sponsor has been secured, Senate sponsor pending 

Who will lobby for this legislation? 
Strong Families NM, Partnership for Community Action, NM Center on Law and Poverty, and 
HealthAction NM 

Other organizations working to support this legislation 
See above -- joint proposal from Strong Families, Partnership for Community Action, NM Center on 
Law and Poverty, and HealthAction NM 

Support sought from NMPHA 
Send action alerts to membership/email lists, Sign on to endorsement letters 

Contact Information 
Sireesha Manne 
505-255-2840
sireesha@nmpovertylaw.org




