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2020 NMPHA Virtual Annual Conference:  
Social Justice is Public Health! 

 
Friday, Oct 2, 2020, 9:00am – 3:30pm 

 
To register for this Zoom Meeting or for more information, go to www.nmpha.org  
 
AGENDA 
 
9:00 – 9:15am  Welcome and Overview 

Melissa Ontiveros and Shelley Mann-Lev, NMPHA Co-Presidents 
 
9:15 – 9:20am  NMPHA Ancestral Land Acknowledgement Initiative 

Sheena Tallis-Tallman, NMPHA Ancestral Land Acknowledgement Work Group Lead 
 
9:20 – 11:00am  KEYNOTE: Putting Communities First: A Journey Toward Health Equity 

Anthony Fleg, MD, MPH 
Shannon Fleg, MA 
Brenda Pereda, MD, MS 

 
Grappling with deep-rooted inequalities in United States history and examining how racism impacts health is long 
overdue. This silence and invisibility have delayed our ability to address the root causes of illness. A renewal, 
realignment, and commitment to racial justice is needed along with the skills to challenge and transform 
normative practices that harm our communities. 
In New Mexico, we urgently need intersectional approaches that center our patients’ identities and lived 
experiences. Strategies that use anti-oppression pedagogies are necessary to transform health care delivery so 
that everyone can reach their highest level of health. 
 
11:00 – 11:05AM BREAK 
 
11:05am – 12:00pm  SESSION 1: Participants will select a presentation 
 
1A: Mobilization of Luna County with Asylum-Seeker Arrival  
Rebecca Sanchez, MSW, Chris Brice and Barbara Ammirati 
 
The presenters will address the collaborative efforts of a small community to assist in the needs of 
thousands of families and individuals, seeking asylum in the United States. Luna County showed that 
with collaboration and care, that anything is possible. County, State, and Organizational representatives 
will present the efforts put forth to address this humanitarian effort.    
 
1B: Improving Access to Healthcare for People with Disabilities  
Lisa McNiven, MPA, Stan Ross, MA, Ingrid Hendrix, MILS, AHIP, Dianne Lindstrom and Holly Ridgeway 
 
Access to Healthcare from the perspective of People with Disabilities will be discussed, with a short 
presentation followed by a panel of experts including consumers with disabilities.  The short 
presentation will present information on barriers to healthcare may result from attitudes, access to 
healthcare, lack of education regarding people with disabilities, inaccessible healthcare facilities, 
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equipment, transportation issues. Panelists will include an access specialist, administrator of a medical 
facility, a physician and an advocate with a variety of disabilities. Each panelist will explain from their 
perspective what has worked or not worked in terms of access to healthcare for this population. 
Participants will have an opportunity to ask questions so as to improve access to healthcare resources.   
 
1C: Policy, Advocacy, and Child Well-being in New Mexico: How Taxes and Budgets Create a Culture of 
Health 
Jacob Vigil, MSW and Derek Lin, MPH 
 
Child well-being is the result of larger systems shaped by social determinants of health-including taxes 
and state budgets. Participants will leave with an understanding of these links, as well as key ways they 
can advocate for child well-being in the spheres of politics and the media.   
 
1D: Healthy Housing Standards: Building the Foundation to Empower New Mexicans to Live in Healthy 
Environments 
Alex Coyle and Alex Gallegos 
 
Learn about progress made during the 2020 legislative session to prevent gun violence, along with 
updates on reproductive rights and funding for farm-to-table programming, school-based health 
centers, and the New Mexico Community Data Collaborative. Leave with concrete ways to remain 
involved in this year's health policy efforts. 
 
1E: The Organic Farmer Health, Safety & Life Survey, an Innovative Approach to Occupational Safety 
and Health  
Daisy Rosero, Gabriel Gaarden, MPH, Francisco Soto Mas, MD, PhD, MPH 
 
The Organic Farmer Health, Safety & Life Survey (OFHSLS), is a new tool used to assess psychosocial 
factors related to safety and health among organic farmers. It proposes a holistic perspective currently 
absent in occupational safety and health research and practice.  This presentation discusses the process 
and the comprehensive conceptual framework that informed the development of the OFHSLS.   
 
IF: A Recipe for Workplace Equity – Paid Family & Medical Leave and Other Economic Security Policies 
Tracy McDaniel, MPH and Stephanie Welch, JD 
 
A healthy NM workforce depends on policies that ensure that workers can stay home when they 
experience illness or face unexpected family caregiving responsibilities. This presentation will provide 
details on a proposed PFML program and other workplace equity legislative proposals. Participants will 
also learn how they can join the growing movement to support NM workers now and in the future. 
 
12:00 – 12:30pm LUNCH BREAK  
 
12:30 – 1:25pm  SESSION 2: Participants will select a presentation 
    
2A: 2020 NMPHA State Legislative Health Policy Priorities: Updates from the State Legislative Session 
Barak Wolff, Pam Roy, MS, Nancy Rodriguez, BA, Susan Wilger, MPAff and Miranda Viscoli, MA 
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Learn about progress made during the 2020 legislative session to prevent gun violence, along with 
updates on reproductive rights and funding for farm-to-table programming, school-based health 
centers, and the New Mexico Community Data Collaborative. Leave with concrete ways to remain 
involved in this year's health policy efforts. 
 
2B: Utilizing Mobile Applications and Virtual Visits to Reduce Inequities in MCH Home Visiting Services 
Mary Gaul and Mono Livingston 
 
Mobile phone applications and video communication platforms have proven to be useful tools for 
telemedicine, but have had limited applications to community health workers and home visitors. 
Northwest First Born is currently piloting the first mobile phone app for home visiting and virtual visits in 
the state of New Mexico.  

  
2C: COVID and Collaborative Care: Meeting the Needs of Indigenous Communities 
Anthony Fleg, MD, MPH, Dakotah Jim, MS and Jennifer Nanez, MSW, LMSW 
 
2D: Prevalence of Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) Among Youth Incarcerated 2011-2018 in the 
New Mexico Juvenile Prison 
Andrew Hsi, MD, MPH, Lori Zigich, MPH, Sarah Steadman, JD and George Davis, MD 
 
Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs), traumatic personal experiences and family environments that 
create toxic stress, occur at high levels among youth entering incarceration in the New Mexico Juvenile 
Prison. Youth with more ACEs have significant and greater legal, educational, psychiatric, and medical 
comorbidities that should focus program and policy priorities. 
 
2E: A Closer Look at the McKinley County Substance Use Prevention Program   
Daisy Rosero and Francisco Soto Mas, MD, PhD, MPH 
 
McKinley County alcohol related (AR) deaths are more than twice the state and more than three times 
national rates. Despite efforts, AR health indicators remain relatively unchanged. This presentation aims 
to discuss the theoretical framework and approach of McKinley County's substance use prevention 
program and the recommendations for a community lead approach. 
 
2F: Capitalism as a Systemic Determinant of Health 
Enrique Cardiel, MPH 
 
This presentation will discuss how our political-economic system support ill health. The recent issues 
with COVID-19 highlighted examples of where our society helps to create ill health.  
 
1:25 – 1:40pm  BREAK 
 
1:40 – 2:25pm  SESSION 3: (Participants will be randomly assigned) 
 
3A:  

1. A Technical Assistance Model to Facilitate Use of the School Health Index to Assess Chronic 
Health Condition Management in Schools 
Grace McCauley and Sarah Sanders, RN, MS 
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2. When Youth Talk, Adults Listen: Youth Engagement and Policy Change 
Aracely Florez-Ramirez, Valencia High School, Alisia Mejia, Atrisco Heritage Academy and Loree 
Foster, Aztec High School 

3. Sexual Violence Prevention at the Community Level 
Sarah Matthes, MPH and Jess Clark 

3B: 
1. Young Latina Survivors in the Paso del Norte Border Region: Physically and Mentally 

Overcoming the Challenges of a Cancer Diagnosis 
Clara Reyes, MPH 

2. A Case Study of Burdens Experienced by a Hispanic Mother Diagnosed with Cancer and its 
Implications for a Cancer Education Program in the U.S.-Mexico Border Region 
Adriena Hernandez 

3. End of Life Disparities in Communities of Color 
Tony Jemison, JD and Brandi Alexander 

3C:  
1. Eat Well Otero Mobilizing Community Partnerships for Healthy Eating 

Maureen Schmittle, Holly Mata, PhD, CHES and Christina Vaquera 
2. Marketplace Insurance in New Mexico: Coverage, Continuity, Consumption & Competition 

Nicholas Edwardson, PhD, MS, Claudia Diaz Fuentes, PhD, Melissa Roberts, PhD and Disha 
Shende, MA, PhD 

3. Data for Local COVID Response 
Emily McRae, Joan Goldsworthy, MD and Cynthia Jacobs 

3D:  
1. Public Health Approaches to Suicide and Injury Prevention 

Garry Kelley, MS 
2. Relationship Between the Built Environment and Physical Activity in Children Living in New 

Mexico’s Border Colonies 
Christopher Sroka, PhD and Jill A. McDonald, PhD 

 
2:25 – 2:30pm  BREAK 
 
2:30 – 3:20pm  POSTER SESSION  
 
3:20 – 3:30PM   CLOSING: Call to Community and Hope 

Anne Hays Egan, MA, MDiv, DMin 
 
Posters 
P1: Rates of Postpartum Glucose Screening among Native American Mothers with Gestational Diabetes Mellitus 
Chelsea Kettering, DrPH, MPH 
P2: Engaging diverse populations in health research through the Community Health Network 
Cynthia Killough, MA 
P3: A Hispanic community's evaluation of the culturally adapted Conexiones program: An inductive analysis of 
focus groups 
Isela Garcia, MPH 
P4: Screening & Treatment for Pediatric Hepatitis C Virus in New Mexico 
Monique K Vallaban, DNP, FNP-bc, MSN, Ricardo Castillo, MD, Candace Murchio, BSN, RN, CPN, Elizabeth Yakes 
Jimenez, PhD, RDN, LD and Jacqueline Fridge, MD, MBA 
P5: Healers of Tomorrow: Zia Youth Project 
Anthony Fleg, MD, MPH, Sara Gonzalez, MD, Eliana Garcia, Lorenzo Silva and Emelia Pino 
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P6: Perspectives on Expedited Partner Therapy: A Survey of Health Care Providers 
Kaitlyn Kennedy, MD, MPH, Danielle Albright PhD, Lynne Fullerton PhD, Melissa Fleegler MD 
P7: Intimate Partner Violence in a US-Mexico Border Community, 2015-2017 
Nicole Mandall, MPH 
P8: Assessment of Prevalence of Urinary Mercury in a US Population 
Nirbachita Biswas, MBBS, MPH 
P9: Social Determinants of Adult Obesity by Gender and Race in New Mexico, 2017 
Eric Leung 
P10: Assessing Physical Activity Among Youth in Rural, Southern New Mexico 
Juan Carlos Padilla, Jill A. McDonald, PhD, Christopher Sroka, PhD and Cynthia Kratzke 
P11: Annual Dental Visits among New Mexico Adults, 2012 - 2018 
Monika Attia, Jill A. McDonald, PhD and Juan Carlos Padilla 
P12: The Impact of Masculinity on Colorectal Cancer Screening and General Help Seeking Among Hispanic Men 
Bidemi Adedokun 
P13: Global Self-Esteem, Contingent Self-Esteem, and Challenge Appraisal as Predictors of Depression among 
Municipal Firefighters 
Osasere Emovon 
P14: Association Between Adulthood Blood Lead Levels and Major Depressive Disorder Using the National 
Health and Nutrition Examination Survey (NHANES)  
Melissa Christian 
P15: Prevalence of Human Papilloma Virus Types among U.S. Population 
Monika Attia and Humairat Rahman, MD, MPH, PhD 
P16: Quality of Prenatal Care Information on the Birth Certificate in Border Communities 
Jill McDonald, PhD, Damien Speaker, Stephanie Yoon, MPH and Katherine Selchau, MA 
P17: Assessing the Status of LARC Education and Clinical Training in Colleges and Universities for MD, DO, PA, 
CNP, and CNM Programs that serve New Mexico 
Michelle Kashuba, RN, MSN 
 

Thank you to our Sponsors! 
 
Brindle Fund of the Santa Fe Community Foundation 
Center for Health Innovation (CHI) 
Compassion & Choices 
Con Alma Health Foundation 
L & D Associates Consulting Group 
Montanas del Norte AHEC 
National Center for Frontier Communities 
New Mexico Allied Council on Tobacco/Chronic Disease Prevention Council 
New Mexico Department of Health 
New Mexico Primary Care Association 
New Mexico Voices for Children 
New Ventures Community Building 
PIRE (Pacific Institute for Research and Evaluation) 
Presbyterian Health Care 
TREE Center 
UNM College of Population Medicine 
Western Sky Community Care 


